- DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 252 074 | |  FL 014 730
AUTHOR Tiwary, K. M,
"TITLE Tuneful Weeping: A Mode of Communication. Working
I _ Papers in Sociolinguistics Number 27.
INSTITUTION Southwest Educational Development Lab., Aust1n,
Do , Tex.

SPONS AGENCY /Nat1onal Inst. of Education (DHEW), Washington, D.C.;
' Social Science Research Council, New York, N.Y,
' Committee on SOC1ol1ngu1st1cs. :

PUB DATE Dec 75 : _ -

NOTE : 12p.. \\\\

PUB TYPE . Reportsg - Research/Techn1cal (143) S
'EDRS PRICE MFOl/PAOl Plus Postage.

DESCRIPTORS Females; Foreign Countries; Indians; *Interpersonal

Communication; Intonation; *Language Styles;
*Nonverbal Communication; *Sex Differences;
o ' *Sociocultural Patterns; Sociolinguistics
IDENTIFIERS *Crying; India :
ABSTRACT
' - In the. states of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh in northern
India the speech styles of men and women differ markedly in a number ;

" of ways. One mode of communication, tuneful weeping, is exclusive to
women. This behavior is distinguished from spontaneous crying caused
by pain, and is used only in certain prescribed social situations,
and ‘not necessarily in sorrow. It is accompanied by a well-organized

. set of . tatements on certain topics and themes,. "wept statements,”
that are used only with weeping. Vocal embellishments to wept

- statements enrich their emotional charge, and the degree of affection

;////flﬂ_Lhﬂ_Sltuatlon can affect the length of the weeping., It is often’

done with a weeping partner, and the.usual topics are memories of the
~past lived with the weeping partner, the fear of an unknown future in
an unknown place, apologies for not being as dutiful or. respectful as
possible, and appeals for forgiveness and requests not to be
forgotten. Male response to female weeping is in-a normal

-conversational tone. Typical weep1ng ‘situations include & woman's -

. leaving her home for her husband's, visits ‘from kinsmen, reunions of

women long separated, a period after initial mourning in which the

women sit around the dead body and weep, or in a quarrel when

grievances are being aired. Under the given conditions, women are

obliged to weep or be considered antisocial. However, many modern 7

young women are refusing to ween and this mode of communication may

become obsoléte.' (MSE)
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Tuneful weeping: A mode of communication

The speech communities in which this mode of communication is ‘used
are situated in the states of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh in the Northern'part

of the Indiup'subcontinent. Although Hindi, the national language, is-—

spéken and understood very well in them, the vast majoriiy of the members
of these communities use BHOJPURI, Magahi or Maithili as the only medium
of communication in their daily life. It may be that oé%er Indian com-
munities also use weeping as a mode of communigation, but the writer of
these lines does not possess aé» reliablé information on this subject,
Therefore, this report will limit itself to the deacription of this com-

municative mode #8 it obtaing in these speech communities only. These

are predominantly agricultural communities- that live in the village, and
are centred round the land they cultivate. Literaﬁy is not widespread

and caste hierarchy is rigidly maintained. Women observe 'purdah' and

very few of them get the opportunity to go out to school and receive what- ~ ~

ever cducation is uvaiiablu in the village nphoul; Men, especially upper
caste men, &o not 1ike their women to violate the 'purdah' system. It
is very different with lower caste men and women, inasmuch as 'purdah' 1is
not an inviolable system with them. Lower caste women work together with’
their men to earn their living. But it hay been observed that no sooner
a lower caste man has enough of property so that his éxiatence is not

dependent upon daily wages than he starts imitating the behaviour pattern#

of the upper caste men, and the women in his family begin to observe 'pnﬁ-

dah' system.
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In these communities there are marked differences between men's and
women's gpeech, particularly with regard Fa the intonatlon pattefus, teray
of add;ess,’and the patterns of verbal insults and abuses, The charac=

teristic intonation patternas Iln women's speech sound exapgerated to the men.

of"fhnéé Eommﬁﬁilié&. Tﬁé pifcﬂ r{ue'15 higher, and fhe piﬁnh'kall lewer than
iu normal with the intonation contours tn men's speéch. Th; gestures
accompanying theAﬁtterances are also different for ﬁnlea and femnles. The

mén have one set of swear terms, exclamttory utterauueé, and the women

have another set, The women use one set of terms to deecrltu'or desipgnate

the members of their in-laws' family, wlich is different from the set of terms.

. ' 7
used by men for the same purpose. There are marked differences hetween the

patterns of verbal insults and abuges favoured by men and women of thesc

‘communities, - When a man seeks to insult another man, he might do so by

constructing a sentence in which he announces to the world his intentions

to copul&te with the other's mother, or grandmother, sister, or daughte.,

ot X *
;ete. That 15, men feel insulted when the chastity of their women {5 threat-

ened by another nun:' Women, on the other hand, insult cach other by
i L

narrating to the world their imputed Bexual'qdventu:es with their fathers
and brothers anJ sons. They also curge each other with barrenness or widow-
hood. The wealth and vn;iety of these verbal Insults, and the Tingeistic
patterns used for this purpose l% the subject of another paper under pre-
puration. o

These differences ln the speech hablts of wen and.women are so marked

that 1f a man develops the habit of using the speech patterns characteristic

of women, he (s lmmediately described, and condemned, as effemlnate. In

{70}
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Bhojpurl ind Magahi there 1s even a ward for such a person, and that is
/
Jmsug/, which can be glossed as 'effeminate', The corresponding -word in
/

Maithill s fmsuglah/. A /maug/ f¢ A male whose speech habits and charac—
cariﬁcic gestures bear strong resemblances to the apecch hablts and gestures
characteristically associated with women in these commun}tiea;mzwe,have;ﬂwwt
stated these differencea sinply to bri;g~home the foiﬁt that the men and

women {n this gociety use the same linguistic code but make different selec~

tions of ite communicative and expressive features available to the users
: R ;

of this language. - /

;

. S -
However, with regayd to weeping a8 a mode of comnunication men differ

radlcally and completely from women. This mode of éummuﬁication is not
avallable to men of these communities at all. Even a /maup/ cannot use this
mode and encode his messages in 1t. Tt should be obvfous that involuntary,

spontaneous crying caused by some sudden pain 1s not what we have In mind.

This varlety ot crylng or weepifg 18 common -to both men and women and “it 1y - -

quite natural, What we have in mind here ia the kind of weeping which the - -
socioty prvﬁcrihuu as the most approprlate behaviour for women in certaln
well-defined socfal situatfons. It {g the one wedium of CUmmunicuLionrthvh
A woman alone can dse to transmit her messages. This prescribed weeping is
not necessarlly horn out of any nhnrp phvsical palg.‘ The Yomaﬁ who weeps

in the social situatlons that call forth this behaviour nm§ do s8v out of

sadness, but she does not have to have sorrow In heart. And moreover, weeplng

. A .
in this case, is not just crying and shedding tears; it is a very well-

organized set of wept statements. What is meant by 'wept statement' 1is
that while the women weep they make statements on certain well-defined
topics and themes. These statements are not simply spoken ox uttered as

\
othér statements are spoken and uttered; Lhey are given the form of weeplug;

(n)
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hence, they are wept statementsy. These statements can be made only through
;he act of weeping. 1f weepiny is suppresaed the message ia ch&nged beyond

recognition. In other words, these Statements admit of no paraphrnacﬁ._ They

carry a‘rich emotional charge which would be loat if they are simply apoken

aloud without the accompaniment of weeping. They are more like supg state-
;eni;-éénafhtements in poetry; The women are £ullyfconaciouq of the emotive
power of these wapt atatements, and - they do ail_igéy can by Qe;nl of vocal
embellishments to enrich the emotional content of their statementas. Thuu;-it
is institutionalized weeplng prescribed as the vight kind of Qespouse to'
given aocigl situations. -And only women are privileged to make use of this
mode of communicé;ionr -

The social situations in which weeping'occura are_well—defined and
easily fdentifiéble. From the style of weeping we can reconstruct the ait-
: uaﬁjgn-that has occasioned it, and if we know about the situation from before
.wc can fredict the prescribed style of weeping. One of the situations in

’yhicvrw‘eping is, as it were, tﬁe only mode §£ communication available to a
woman, |is whén, after hs;,marri;ge,'the daughter leaves her parents' house
for her \u&b&ﬂé‘i’house. In the villages she 18 usually carried in a pal-
anquin all tovered from every side. She éan go by bullock~cart also, and
the.poor ones just walk. But they all weep, rich and poor, irrespective of
their economic status and regardless of the means of trunaport they use.
Among the tradition~bound, i}liternte village girls, it is a uglversal
practice. But it is fast disappghring; it is almost nou-exiat;;t among

the educated, urbanized g}r;s of'these communities. When.the-day and the
time of the departure of the married girl from her parents' home for her

spouse's home 1s finally settled, the entire village comes.to know of it.

The women of the village, specially+her kinswomen, start visiting her. She

(72)
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greets them all by crying over thelr shoulder. The Viﬂit&r and Ehe girl
sit down with one's head on the other's shoulder, their arms enfolding each
other, and weep tunefully. Fach such seasion of weeping may laatvfrom five
to fifteen minutes, 1t is believed that the more sffectionate the bond
between the weeping partners the longer lasts the seasion of weeping, For
such a weeping session there 18 even a term in Bhojpuri lud Hagahi' it 18
/bhat/, which may be glossed aa 'meeting (amome Oue)f. In Magahi speech
community, /bh€t/, usually begiun in the morni;g and continues for quite a
while. In such a /bhé€t/ it is the 8enior partner who has the responsibility 1]
of stopping first in weeping, and then she spends a few m#nutea in per-
suading the girl to stop c;yiné. The girl does not 1mmediately accede to
the requests of her aenior weeping partner. She holda out against her
entreatiea and. continueu to weLp. The longer she holds out the'more does she
show, 1t 1a believed, her affection for the other woman. -Even if-women from
the village do not visit Ehe girl, she performa'/bhét/ with her mother, or
prandmother every day until she finally leaves for her apouse s home. »
Now this kind of weeping is not frantic ortdiuorgnﬁized. It 1s cer- N
tainly not a mntteruof simply shedding tears. 'The Weepers weep out well-
made statements; their weeping 18 tuneful; their wept statements have a
ﬁarked structure, Every statement ends with a refrain whichH;EHmQQe up of
the term of address which the girl uses for her weeping partner. The terms

are /kaki/ ‘aunt', /phtd/ 'father's sister', /bhauji/ 'brother's wife',

: . S .
/bohinia/ 'sister', /aji/ 'grandmother', /mai/ 'mother’, and other kinship

" terms which the girl uses to address her partner. These terms are Bhbjpuri

terms. Magahi and Maithili terms are also broadly similar with certain
variations in the phonemic sequences representing them. The departing girl

also holds the feet of her father, brother, uncle, or other male members of -

(73)
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the family and performs the activity called /bht/, that 13, the activity

of meating them. The males of course do-not weep tunefullv like her. ‘fThey

1
are touched and moved by her weeping and by her wept Jtuthent., and silvntly

V'Shﬂd tears while trving to console her and persuade her to stop weeping.

The usual toplces ¢f the wept statements are the memories of the pﬂot
lived with her weeping partnel the fear of the unknown futule in an unknown
place; her apologies for not having been as dutiful or respectful towards
her partner as she ought to have been; and finally her appeal for forgivencss
for the past acts of commission aid omisaion,'and then requnsts to evefy—
body never to forget her. The {mmediate addressee is no donbL the {ndividual
weeping partner, but the measaée'ia directed to all who are present there
or all who can hear her. The other partner, if ghe is an older and maturer

" woman, assures the weeping girl of her forglveness, seeks to allay her
. feara'of”thn'unkndwn'futute and promises to be solicitious of her well-
being'no mﬁttenvnow far avay is the place o% he; residence. Both pled}e

'anirﬂlovg and regard for each other repeatedly and effusively. But In case

the girl makes the wept statements to a male kinsman of hers, he does not

respond to them by making sim!{lar statements. Of course he does not wvecep,

and he keeps asking the girl lovingly and very politel; to stop crylong and
~ ﬁgr:ying about her future 1life. He too pledges his future Eof her.

Some weepers sound more tuneful than others; they weep out thelr state-
ments with greate; artistry and e[fectivunese! and women comment on thelr
.ablliity to mnve"people deeply by their weeping. The very young girls of
ten or even below, who are married Fnd are sent off to their in-laws'
place do not perform /bh&t/ as well as the grown-up girls do. It has to be

learnt like any other learned behaviour pattern of the society. Naturally

the grown-up girls get more time in which to imitate and cultivate the

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic
AP

appropriate style, but the young girls lack the extended experience of this
tehaviour pattern. It is quite customary for little giria to play'the game
of marrying thelr dolls and performing all the rituals characteristic of .
real lil'e marriages. At the end when they ﬂnnd off the female doll to the

imagined home ol the male doll they imitate the weeping act also. This 18 one

of the ways the girls get initiated into the art of Puneful wegping.

Some timz later the girl's kinsmen, her brothérq or her fnther, uncle,
visit her at her husband's placal There again the very first thing-she does
1s to perform what 18 called /bh&t/. She sits down and holds the feet of

the visitor and starts tuneful weeping in course %f which she makes state-

P
.

il .
ments. As usual the male visifor does not weep, and he responds to her wept .
\

’

statements by talking about them in normal convurs%tinnal mode. The common

\
toples in this kind of /bhét/ are the girl's grievahces that her kinsman

. has taken a long time to visit her, her fear that once out of Blght she is

now out of their wind ul,o, and at Lhis rate she wouid be sooner rather than
Later completely forgottcn. The contrast between thel 1oving—kindness of

tier kinsmen and women on her parents' side and the re*l or imagined troubles

of hers at this new place is a common topie of her wept statements., This

introduces tté mother-in-law theme, the ramificationa.of which reach far
and beyond. This stylized, tuneful weeping at tﬁ% vigit of che.girl{a.kins-n.,“u
men funcLions us'ﬂ messiape to the community that a viyitor has come, and the
eyes from behind the 'purdah' are eager to catch siéht of him, and the ears
are on the alert to hear what :ﬂh newly wed girl has'Fo communicate to her
kinsman. N

There 1s one nore situation im which this kind oﬁ weeping occurs spon-

tancously. When two women, sisters or friends or from the same village, long

separated, meet, no matter where, at a fair or walking on the road, they

(75) -
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catch hold of each nfhe;, thelr arms enfold each other, they either slt
down or remain standing and exchange wept statements. Again the topics are

the consequences of long aeparAtion. past memories, present woes, promises

to one dnother never to forget what they hold in common.

Again when married

dnughters come to visit their parents, they obligarorily perform /bhEt/ with
their kinsmen and women, which resembles._in all'respecta the /bhet/ at the \

time of their departure for their husband's house. The topics and themes

. are similar, and&so are the feelings and attitudea expressed through the

wept gtatements.,
|

There 18 another social situation absolutely different from the ones '
we have been talking about in which tuneful weeping is a prescribed social \

behaviour for women alone. The situation occurs when some one dies| In the

family, At first there is & loud outburst of wailing and crying as|the

shock of death runs through the family. But after a while when the|frenzied

wailingwsuﬁsidés the women of the family settle down to the ritualized tuneful

7twééﬁihé. The women sit around the dead body and weep. Before the [dead
body {s cremated, it 1s bathed and cleaned, and then it is taken out of 7

the house. At that moment the womeh weep tunefully. When the pallbearcrs

return home after cremating the dead body, the act of tuneful weeping is

performed. The duration and lntenaity of it depend on the age, and the

value of the dead person to the weepers. Women in the family weep ;vcryduy
at a certaln hour regularly until the last rites are performed after thir-
teen days. Almost every ritual connected with the religlous ceremony peces-
sitated by death is accompanied b& t;neful weeping.

As In non-bereavement situations women alone participate in collective
tuneful weeping. ~ In this case they weep, singly and separately; they begin

2

(76)

vant to the relationship betwecn them and the deud one.

and end tuneful weeping on their own. lMen agaln are not obliged to weep
tunefully or loudly.

The topics of wept statements in this social situation are appropriate

to the relationship between thc¢ dead person and the women weeping for him.,
A wife weeping {or her departed husband, a sister weeping for her dead brothe;,
a mother weeping for her dead son, weep statements tunefully which are rele-
The refrain at the

end of every wept statement naturé;ly varies for it 18 made of the term of
address which the weeper used for the dead persen.. Since in t%io gociety

wives do not address their hushands By'their first name, the rcf;ain ig ~

/rajau~ramau/. It 1s based upon one of the names of God and the word for

king. Impressionistically speaking, the tuneful weeping in this situation

sounds sadder and more puthetic tion 1n non~bereavément situations. o
There 18 still a third situation in which tuneful weeping oncusionally

At Lhe cnd

oceurs, Quarrels among women in joint fumilics.uro quite common.

of the quarrel one of the parties may choose to weep oul her yriuvanLe' dnd

her woes. This is usually aimed at the menfolk. the mav po on a kind of
hunger strike, shun food and water, and weep at regular intervals \intil her
grievances are fully met und.she is satisfied. But it is not obligatory
for her to weep tunefully as it is when she 1s leaving her pnrvnté' homé . \
for the home of her husband, or as when somebody dies in the family. Of \
course, in this situation she wesps singly and separately. The topic ia
usually her grievance against the person with whom she has quarreled; and
the suffering that has been her lot since her entry into this family. wWhile
she weeps she addresses her various kinsmen and women on the psrents' side,

and therefore the refrain keeps ehanging in one and the same session of tuneful
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weeping. She may convey not only her complﬂints through the wept statements,
she usually volces her threats too. The message is intended for all con-
cerned to pay lieed to her sad plight. It |is quite effective especially if
she keeps it up for long durations and many days.

These then are some of the social situations in which tuneful weeping.

. |
‘as a mode of communication occurs in this society. It is a soccial behaviour
/
prescribed as necessary and appyopriate under the conditiong Jescribed above. N ‘
. 1 T
Women alone are privilegetho ugse this mode. Under the given conditions, they

have no choice in selecting: this mode, it is obligatorily imposed upon them. '

To choose not to use it is tp refuse to play. one of the social roles ex-

) N

pected of women in these comaﬁnities. This exactly is what educated, urban- -

ized, upper class married gHrls have started doiwg.‘ This mode 1s thus likely
o ‘ .

to go out of existence, for sooner or later, through imitation of the upper )
class edﬁcatéd-urban behaviour pattern of the married girls, others ﬁay

~also di;regard_it.l

lthis preliminary report on tuneful weeping is based upon the author's
" first hand knowledge of this socially prescribed behaviour ,in the Bhojpuri,
Magahi and Maithili communities. Our observations, however, have been
validated by checking and corsschecking them with many other members, both
men and women, of these three above mentioned communities.

I would-like to thank Professors Dell Hymes and Joel Sherzer for
encouraging me to prepare this paper. I would also like to thank the
following individuals for thier comments and suggestions: Professor J.B.F.
Sinha, Professor Social Psychology, A.N.S. Institute of Social Studies,’
Patnaj Dr. 5. Coopal, Reader in Hiatory, Patna Unlversity; Mr. Hehikar
Jha and Mr. G.S. Sinha, both of, the Department of Sociology, Patna Uni~-
versity.
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